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Summer Assignment 2020 English 3 Honors 
 

1.  Experiment in Living Assignment  50 points 
 
Think about what you would be able to live without for five days: TV? Internet? cell phone? microwave? car? During the 
experiment, write at least one page a day about what you learn. Reflect on both doing without and discovering new things 
about yourself. Please date your entries. At the end write a one page summary about your experience.  

                   Have your parents sign off on it. They may do this on the first page of your journal.  

Total pages: 6 (1 page/day + 1 page summary) 
 

2. Reading Assignment 100 points 

The Valley of the Moon by Jack London 
 
The Valley of the Moon follows the journey of Billy and Saxon from a life of gritty toil in Oakland to our very own Glen 
Ellen. Note the development of their characters in connection to the land as well as to people. We will be discussing the 
philosophies that they embrace as well as the ones they eschew.  
 
Quotes and Commentary Assignment 50 points 
 
The novel is divided into three parts. Choose 4 significant quotes in part 1, and 4 in part 2, and 4 in part 3.  Write a quote 
log  which includes insightful commentary. Focus on Billy and Saxon’s character development. What causes change? 
How do they respond to challenges? 
 

Part 1 = 4 quotes (with page numbers) + commentary 
 

Part 2 = 4 quotes (with page numbers) + commentary 
 

Part 3 = 4 quotes (with page numbers) + commentary 
 

TOTAL 12 quotes + commentary  
Length should be 6-8 pages  

 
Commentary = your ideas, observations, analysis. It’s what you add to what’s already in the book. Don’t paraphrase the 
quote, recount the plot, or explain the literal meaning of the quote.  

 
Make a map of Billy and Saxon’s journey to find their “valley of the moon”  50 points 
Be creative in making a map of Billy and Saxon’s journey around California and Oregon. Label specific towns and places. 
Make sure to indicate the route and order of the stops. Please be accurate. You will be graded on accuracy, clarity and 
originality - feel free to think beyond the traditional 2 dimensional map. A substantial investment of time, care,  and 
thought will be apparent in successful maps. 

 
All work should be turned into Google Classroom - Code: l7jb3mt.  

Work is due on the first day of class. 


